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Dear Sponsors, Golfers, Volunteers, and Friends of COMTO Michigan,

On behalf of the COMTO Michigan Board of Directors, | extend my sincere
gratitude to each of you for your support of our 14th Annual Golf Outing.

- . BEVERLY J. WATTS
Whether you joined us as a sponsor, golfer, volunteer, donor, or community COMTO MICHIGAN
partner, your participation plays a vital role in the success of this event and the PRESIDENT
advancement of our mission.

This annual outing has become one of COMTO Michigan's most anticipated events because it brings together
professionals, business leaders, public agencies, students, and community stakeholders from across the
transportation industry for a day of camaraderie, relationship-building, and friendly competition. More
importantly, it serves as a meaningful opportunity to invest in the future workforce of our industry through
our scholarship program.

The scholarships supported by this event help remove financial barriers for talented students pursuing careers
in transportation, engineering, planning, construction, public works, logistics, and related fields. As an
organization committed to fostering opportunity and leadership development, COMTO Michigan understands
that investing in students today helps create the transportation leaders of tomorrow. Your generosity makes
that investment possible.

In addition to supporting scholarships, this outing provides a unique platform for networking and
collaboration. Throughout the day, participants can strengthen existing relationships, establish new
partnerships, exchange ideas, and engage with colleagues from both the public and private sectors. These
connections help drive innovation, create business opportunities, and strengthen our collective commitment
to advancing transportation throughout Michigan and beyond.

| would like to offer a special thank you to our sponsors whose financial support helps ensure the success of
this event year after year. Your partnership demonstrates a commitment not only to COMTO Michigan but
also to the development of future industry leaders. We are truly grateful for your confidence in our mission
and your continued investment in our programs.

| also want to recognize our golfers and volunteers who contribute their time, energy, and enthusiasm. Your
participation helps create an enjoyable and memorable experience for everyone involved. The spirit of
fellowship and collaboration that you bring to this event embodies the values that make COMTO such a
strong and impactful organization.

Thank you for standing with COMTO Michigan and supporting our efforts to build a more inclusive and
innovative transportation industry. | look forward to seeing you on the course and sharing a day filled with
networking, laughter, friendly competition, and a shared commitment to empowering the next generation.

Together, we are making a difference.

Warm regards,

Beverly Watts
President, COMTO Michigan
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GARRETT A. MORGAN TRANSPORTATION
ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP

Garrett Morgan was an inventor and businessman - a man
whose lifetime achievement is a model of dedication to
public service, safety, and technological innovation.

In fact, Morgan's three-position traffic signal, for which he received a patent in 1923, could be
considered the forerunner of modern intelligent transportation systems (ITS). Prior to his
invention, most traffic signs in use had only two positions: stop and go. These manually
operated two-position signals were an improvement over uncontrolled intersections, but
because they allowed no interval between stop and go commands, collisions at busy
intersections were common.

Morgan's signal was a T-shaped pole that featured three positions: stop, go, and an all-direction
stop position. This third position halted traffic in all directions before vehicles were allowed to
proceed on either of the intersection's roads. This feature not only made it less dangerous for
motorists to travel through intersections but also allowed pedestrians to cross safely. Just
before his death in 1963, the U.S. government gave him an award for his invention.

Morgan also developed a number of other inventions, including a gas mask that was later
refined for use by U.S. soldiers during World War I. His life showed dedication to public service,
safety, and technological innovation. Mr. Morgan’s lifetime achievement is a model of
dedication to public service, safety, and technological innovation.

This scholarship in his name is meant to inspire students to choose careers in transportation so
that this nation will have the skilled workforce needed to operate and maintain the world's best
transportation system.




SHARMYN ELLIOTT
LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP

Sharmyn Elliott, a staunch supporter of COMTO on both the local
and national levels, had been the Vice President of COMTO
Michigan, the First Vice-Chair and Budget and Finance
Committee Member of the COMTO National Board of Directors,
when he tragically passed away in June 2022. Sharmyn
wholeheartedly believed in COMTO's mission to eliminate
barriers in participation for minority individuals and businesses
within the transportation industry; believing that this could be
achieved through leadership, training, professional
development, political advocacy, and networking opportunities
and was resolute in his commitment in supporting women and
minorities within the transportation industry.

During his 45-plus year career in the infrastructure engineering industry, he was a steadfast
supporter of the multimodal transportation community. Sharmyn’s personal situation required
him to join the workforce immediately after graduating high school. He was unashamed of his
education from the “University of Hard Knocks". By the sheer dint of his hard work, his intellectual
curiosity, his uncompromising commitment to quality, and his integrity, Sharmyn rose from the
position of field technician to being the Vice President of Somat Engineering, Inc., a consulting
engineering firm in Detroit, and Chief Executive Officer of its Ohio subsidiary.

Sharmyn developed strong leadership skills early in life and was passionately dedicated to
mentorship and guidance. He exhibited an unwavering commitment to assist and advocate for
the advancement and success of others and was responsible for the advancement of their careers
of an unmeasurable number of co-workers, colleagues, mentees, family members, and friends;
guiding them in the development of their individual skills in order to achieve their full potential.
He never failed to reach back as he climbed. Always humble in these acts, Sharmyn was a true
example of selflessness, and whenever appreciation was shown, he always intensely stated, “This
Is What We're Supposed to Do.”

Sharmyn was a strong supporter of MDOT's Transportation Diversity Recruitment Program
(TDRP), which began with four college interns in 2014 and by 2022 placed 65 interns within MDOT
and the industry.

Additionally, among his many honors, Sharmyn was selected as a Michigan Department of
Transportation Hall of Honor inductee in October of 2022.

This scholarship in his name is to celebrate students that embody Sharmyn Elliott's spirit of
community service, leadership, mentorship and guidance.



2026 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES

JAMES TOWNSEL
SHARMYN ELLIOTT LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

JAMES TOWNSEL is a recent high school graduate of Divine Child
High School, where he earned a 4.1 GPA. He will be attending the
University of Maryland to major in Electrical Engineering.
Throughout high school, James received numerous distinctions,
including the Detroit News Outstanding Achievement Award,
which recognizes top performing seniors across Michigan. He has
also taken part in several leadership programs such as the Envision
National Young Leadership Program, the Kappa League Northern
Province Conference, and the National Society of Black Engineers
Jr. Conference. In addition to his academic excellence, James is
deeply committed to volunteerism and community service. As the
CEO of T Squared Tutoring, LLC, he created a free math and
ACT/SAT tutoring program for middle and high school students,
meeting monthly at the Inkster Library and offering online
homework support. Beyond tutoring, James volunteers his time
mentoring younger students, assisting with community events,
and supporting K-12 STEM outreach activities. He is also an active
member of the Ann Arbor Ypsilanti Inkster Kappa League, where
he contributes to service projects aimed at improving local
communities. James is well rounded with strong organizational
abilities, extensive volunteer work, and exceptional leadership
skills. He is poised to become an engineer who will make a
meaningful difference in the world.

JOAO ISRAEL MUNIZ
MICHIGAN CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

JOAO ISRAEL MUNIZ recently graduated from
homeschooling with a 4.0 GPA. In the fall of 2026, he will
attend Wayne State University to pursue a major in Civil
Engineering. Joao has been accepted into both the Irvin D.
Reid Honors College and the Center for Latino/a and Latin
American Studies programs at Wayne State. He has already
completed college-level coursework at Lawrence
Technological University, including Introduction to Design,
to deepen his knowledge of design, problem-solving, and
engineering innovation. Through his involvement with
YouthTank Detroit and Google Code Next, Joao has
collaborated with Detroit's Office of Mobility Innovations
and engaged in discussions about the importance of
mobility both in Michigan and around the world. His
academic achievements, extracurricular activities, and
volunteer work have strengthened his understanding of the
field and fueled his passion for civil engineering. Joao is
committed to making a meaningful and lasting impact in
the areas of transportation and infrastructure design.




2026 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES

TAHA SEKKAT
MICHIGAN CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

TAHA SEKKAT is a junior at Lawrence Technological
University (LTU) majoring in Civil Engineering with a 3.7 GPA.
In addition to earning multiple Dean’'s List honors, Taha
received an Undergraduate Student Research Award to
study the impacts of generative Al on worker safety in
construction, examining its benefits, limitations, and
emerging risks under the guidance of an LTU professor. Taha
also draws on his experience as a student-athlete and as a
math and physics tutor, roles that have helped him develop
strong leadership, communication, and teamwork skills
essential for success in collaborative engineering
environments. He is committed to advancing the
infrastructure and transportation systems that keep
communities connected. Taha's academic journey and
hands-on experiences have reinforced his passion for
transportation engineering, especially in the areas of
sustainable land development and innovative design. Taha is
a talented civil engineer who is poised to help shape
transportation networks that are safe, resilient, and
accessible to all Michiganders.

ADELINE KALM
MICHIGAN CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

Adeline Kalm recently graduated from Forest Hills Eastern
High School with a 4.25 GPA. In the fall of 2026, she will
begin her freshman year at Michigan Technological
University’'s College of Engineering, where she plans to
study Environmental or Ecological Engineering. Adeline
hopes to use her degree to support infrastructure
development projects, particularly in the transportation
sector. She has a strong interest in designing and
constructing wetland mitigation projects and ensuring the
long-term ecological integrity of restored habitats. Adeline
has been and continues to be a leader and advocate in her
community. As Co-president of her school's Environmental
Stewards Club, Adeline helped build and distribute bat
houses to local property owners to support this important
native species. Civil service is one of her core values, and
when combined with her passion for land use and
environmental stewardship, it's clear that Adeline is on track
to become an exceptional environmental engineer.



2026 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES

REYNALDO VAZQUEZ
GARRETT A. MORGAN TRANSPORTATION ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

REYNALDO VAZQUEZ is a senior at Michigan State
University pursuing a degree in Civil Engineering with a 3.55
GPA. He has earned a place on the Dean’s List multiple times
and continues to excel both academically and professionally.
His technical foundation has been strengthened through
extensive hands-on experience, particularly during his
summer internships. As a Roadway Design Intern, Reynaldo
has contributed to significant projects including 1-475, |-375,
and various local initiatives that support community
development. From his early experience as a laborer pouring
concrete to his current work developing plan sheets,
Reynaldo has gained a well-rounded understanding of the
full lifecycle of transportation projects. His immediate goal is
to pass the Fundamentals of Engineering Exam before
graduation, followed by his long-term goal of obtaining his
Professional Engineering License. Inspired by COMTO's
mission, Reynaldo is committed to playing a meaningful role
in shaping modern transportation systems that strengthen
local communities.

CATHERINE BORG
GARRETT A. MORGAN TRANSPORTATION ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

CATHERINE BORG is a rising junior at the University of
Michigan, maintaining a 3.6 GPA while majoring in Aerospace
Engineering and minoring in Music. She has earned a place on
the Dean's List and received a Barger Leadership Institute
Grant, which is awarded to students committed to developing
strong leadership skills. For the past three years, Catherine has
been an active member of the University of Michigan Marching
and Athletics Bands, as well as the Concert Band, where she
currently ranks 9th out of 48 in the trombone section. She is
consistently described as exceptionally talented, highly
motivated, and deeply committed to excellence. Catherine
manages to balance the demands of a rigorous engineering
curriculum with significant band responsibilities,
demonstrating impressive discipline and time-management
skills. This summer, she looks forward to spending substantial
time in U-M’s manufacturing center and strengthening her
software and computer-aided design abilities. With her drive,
talent, and dedication, Catherine is well on her way to
becoming an outstanding Aerospace Engineer.



2026 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES

AHJANAE WALTON
GARRETT A. MORGAN TRANSPORTATION ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

AHJANAE WALTON is a senior at Michigan State University
(MSU) pursuing a degree in Civil Engineering with a 3.3 GPA. As
a first-generation college student, she has developed a strong
passion for infrastructure systems that enhance quality of life in
communities. Throughout her time at MSU, Ah'Janae has
gained valuable hands-on experience through internships in
construction engineering and pipeline integrity, supporting
project coordination, field operations, operational safety, system
reliability, and infrastructure development initiatives. Alongside
her professional experience, Ah'Janae remains deeply involved
in leadership and service across campus. She is the incoming
President of the National Society of Black Engineers at MSU and
serves as Treasurer of the American Society of Civil Engineers
student chapter. In these roles, she has led efforts focused on
student development, mentorship, STEM outreach, and
community engagement. Her ability to organize teams,
communicate effectively, and lead with purpose demonstrates
her commitment to uplifting others while advancing the civil
engineering profession.

YASMIN DASGAR
GARRETT A. MORGAN TRANSPORTATION ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

YAZMIN DASGAR is a 4.0 GPA PhD student in Civil Engineering
at Michigan State University, where she specializes in
transportation safety and traffic operations. Her current
research analyzes fatality trends before, during, and after the
COVID-19 pandemic using extensive national and state-level
datasets. She has also cAontributed to studies on pedestrian
and bicyclist safety, work zone driver behavior, and speed
management, all aimed at developing data-driven strategies to
reduce crashes and enhance roadway safety. In addition to her
research, Yazmin is deeply engaged in leadership and
professional service within the transportation field. She was
recently elected President of the Institute of Transportation
Engineers student chapter and serves on the executive board of
Graduate Women in Science Mid-Michigan. Yazmin's long-term
goal is to advance safer, data-driven transportation systems
through research, collaboration, and public service by helping
agencies and communities implement strategies that reduce
fatalities and improve mobility for all road users.




2026 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES

TROY PAPE
GARRETT A. MORGAN TRANSPORTATION ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

TROY PAPE is a senior at Michigan Technological University
pursuing a degree in Civil Engineering and Construction
Management, maintaining a 3.79 GPA. He has been on the
Dean’s List every semester since 2024 and continues to excel
academically and professionally. Recognized as a strong and
proactive leader, Troy collaborated with a faculty professional to
establish the College of Engineering Student Ambassadors, a
student organization that supports K-12 and university outreach
efforts on behalf of the College. Troy is frequently described as
organized, dependable, and an exceptional teammate. He
demonstrates strong communication skills, consistently takes
initiative, and is known for motivating others and fostering
collaboration. His ability to manage responsibilities, coordinate
activities, and guide peers has earned him a reputation as a
reliable and thoughtful leader. Deeply committed to his
education, the engineering profession, and Michigan Tech, Troy
exemplifies integrity, professionalism, and a drive for
continuous improvement. With his leadership capabilities and
dedication, Troy is well-prepared to become an outstanding
civil engineer.

EVA CHAIN
GARRETT A. MORGAN TRANSPORTATION ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

EVA CHAIN is entering her sophomore year at Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University, where she holds a 3.91 GPA while
majoring in Aerospace Engineering. As a member of the
Embry-Riddle Women's Club Basketball team, she has earned
a place on the Dean’s List multiple times. Eva is also actively
involved in community service through the Society of Women
Engineers (SWE), where she has participated in numerous
volunteer events and was elected to serve on the SWE
Outreach Committee. Eva's character is consistently strong
across all settings. In the classroom, she is diligent, detail-
oriented, respectful, and highly engaged. In team
environments, she is a collaborative and supportive contributor.
She is widely regarded as a talented emerging engineer with a
solid academic foundation, a deep commitment to service, and
the potential to make meaningful contributions to the future of
transportation and aerospace. These qualities form a strong
base that will help her grow into a future engineer and leader
in the aviation transportation sector.




2026 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES

ELEANORA ANDRE
GARRETT A. MORGAN TRANSPORTATION ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

ELEANORA ANDRE is pursuing an Honors Bachelor of
Science in Engineering in Civil Engineering, along with an
International Minor for Engineers. She is currently a junior
and holds a 356 GPA. Throughout her academic career,
Eleanora has engaged in activities that have strengthened
both her technical expertise and leadership skills. She is an
active member of the Steel Bridge Project Team and serves
on the Honors Student Advisory Board, where she
contributes to community initiatives and leads the design of
program merchandise. This summer, Eleanora will volunteer
in  Phuket, Thailand through the Engineering Global
Leadership program. She is widely recognized for her
creativity and her willingness to think beyond traditional
approaches. Her ability to consider diverse perspectives has
consistently demonstrated her strong potential for success in
challenging academic and professional environments. There
is no doubt that Eleanora will continue to excel in her future
endeavors. Her academic strengths, time-management skills,
creativity, and collaborative nature position her to become an
exceptional civil engineer.

KONNOR JANECZKO
GARRETT A. MORGAN TRANSPORTATION ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

KONNOR JANECZKO recently finished his sophomore year
at Michigan Technological University (MTU) with a 3.67 GPA
and is pursuing a dual major in Civil and Geospatial
Engineering. He has been named to the Dean’s List multiple
times and was honored with the 2026 Bob Graff Award from
Sigma Tau Gamma for his outstanding academic, fraternity,
and professional accomplishments. Konnor is also an active
member of MTU's nationally recognized Mind Trekkers
organization, helping deliver hands-on STEM outreach
events to communities across the country. Passionate about
transportation engineering, he has used his summer
internships to deepen his understanding of the field. He also
dedicates his time to service efforts that support and
improve the lives of those around him. Konnor is an
impressive student and emerging young professional who
represents himself, the Civil, Environmental & Geospatial
Engineering Department, and MTU with exceptional
professionalism.
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BECOME A MEMBER

COMTO was created to provide a forum to uplift and elevate all lived experience in the
transportation industry. COMTO’s membership includes transportation agencies, private
sector corporations, small businesses, non-profit organizations, educational institutions,
and individuals. When you join COMTO, you gain access to an exclusive international
network of transportation industry professionals.

Memberships are valid for one year from the date of registration.

@COMTOMICHIGAN



GOLF COMMITTEE
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
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SHARE YOUR PHOTOS OF OUR EVENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
TAG US: #MICOMTO #COMTOMICHIGAN



COMTO MICHIGAN OFFICERS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BEVERLY WATTS, PRESIDENT JASON LUKASIK
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GOLF COMMITTEE- CHAIRPERSON
JASON LUKASIK, WSP
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CORRI WOFFORD, RTA & BERNARD PARKER, SMART

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE-CHAIRPERSON
OLUWASEUN ADEGBAJU, CITY OF DETROIT

YOUTH OUTREACH COMMITTEE- CHAIRPERSON
KIMBERLY WEBB, HNTB

TRANSPORTATION BRAINTRUST BREAKFAST COMMITTEE- CHAIRPERSON
REGINE BEAUBOEUF, AMERICAN ROADS

PIONEER AWARD & NOMINATION COMMITTEE- CO-CHAIRS
GORETTE YOUNG, MDOT & BEVERLY WATTS, BME CONSULTING, LLC



OUR MISSION
OUR MISSION IS TO ENSURE OPPORTUNITIES AND MAXIMIZE PARTICIPATION IN THE
TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY FOR MINORITY INDIVIDUALS, BUSINESSES, AND
COMMUNITIES OF COLOR, THROUGH ADVOCACY, INFORMATION SHARING,
TRAINING, EDUCATION, AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE STATE OF
MICHIGAN.

OUR VISION
COMTO MICHIGAN WILL SERVE AS AN ADVOCATE FOR AN EFFECTIVE AND
EFFICIENT MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION NETWORK FOR ALL IN MICHIGAN.

THE VALUE OF MEMBERSHIP
COMTO MICHIGAN STRIVES TO ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR OUR
MEMBERS AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES BY PROVIDING:

A NETWORK OF TRANSPORTATION BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
STRONG NATIONAL AND LOCAL POLITICAL ADVOCACY
ACCESS TO CAREER ENHANCEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS THAT QUALIFY FOR CONTINUING
EDUCATION UNITS (CEUS, PDHS, ETC.) AND INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS

MENTORING FROM EXECUTIVE LEVEL TRANSPORTATION OFFICIALS

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE, AND GRADUATE
STUDENTS INTERESTED IN TRANSPORTATION CAREERS

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
COMTO MICHIGAN MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS,
TRANSPORTATION AGENCIES, PRIVATE-SECTOR CORPORATIONS INCLUDING
TRANSPORTATION CONSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTORS; NON-
PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS, DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISES (DBE) AND
SMALL BUSINESSES.

FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION:
PLEASE CONTACT THE COMTO MICHIGAN MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR
OR VISIT COMTO.ORG/MEMBERSHIP/BECOME-MEMBER
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	LETTER FROM  THE PRESIDENT
	Dear Sponsors, Golfers, Volunteers, and Friends of COMTO Michigan,
	On behalf of the COMTO Michigan Board of Directors, I extend my sincere gratitude to each of you for your support of our 14th Annual Golf Outing. Whether you joined us as a sponsor, golfer, volunteer, donor, or community partner, your participation plays a vital role in the success of this event and the advancement of our mission.
	This annual outing has become one of COMTO Michigan's most anticipated events because it brings together professionals, business leaders, public agencies, students, and community stakeholders from across the transportation industry for a day of camaraderie, relationship-building, and friendly competition. More importantly, it serves as a meaningful opportunity to invest in the future workforce of our industry through our scholarship program.
	The scholarships supported by this event help remove financial barriers for talented students pursuing careers in transportation, engineering, planning, construction, public works, logistics, and related fields. As an organization committed to fostering opportunity and leadership development, COMTO Michigan understands that investing in students today helps create the transportation leaders of tomorrow. Your generosity makes that investment possible.
	In addition to supporting scholarships, this outing provides a unique platform for networking and collaboration. Throughout the day, participants can strengthen existing relationships, establish new partnerships, exchange ideas, and engage with colleagues from both the public and private sectors. These connections help drive innovation, create business opportunities, and strengthen our collective commitment to advancing transportation throughout Michigan and beyond.
	I would like to offer a special thank you to our sponsors whose financial support helps ensure the success of this event year after year. Your partnership demonstrates a commitment not only to COMTO Michigan but also to the development of future industry leaders. We are truly grateful for your confidence in our mission and your continued investment in our programs.
	I also want to recognize our golfers and volunteers who contribute their time, energy, and enthusiasm. Your participation helps create an enjoyable and memorable experience for everyone involved. The spirit of fellowship and collaboration that you bring to this event embodies the values that make COMTO such a strong and impactful organization.
	Thank you for standing with COMTO Michigan and supporting our efforts to build a more inclusive and innovative transportation industry. I look forward to seeing you on the course and sharing a day filled with networking, laughter, friendly competition, and a shared commitment to empowering the next generation.
	Together, we are making a difference.
	Warm regards,
	Beverly Watts President, COMTO Michigan
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	GARRETT A. MORGAN TRANSPORTATION ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP
	Garrett Morgan was an inventor and businessman - a man whose lifetime achievement is a model of dedication to public service, safety, and technological innovation.
	In fact, Morgan's three-position traffic signal, for which he received a patent in 1923, could be considered the forerunner of modern intelligent transportation systems (ITS). Prior to his invention, most traffic signs in use had only two positions: stop and go. These manually operated two-position signals were an improvement over uncontrolled intersections, but because they allowed no interval between stop and go commands, collisions at busy intersections were common.
	Morgan's signal was a T-shaped pole that featured three positions: stop, go, and an all-direction stop position. This third position halted traffic in all directions before vehicles were allowed to proceed on either of the intersection's roads. This feature not only made it less dangerous for motorists to travel through intersections but also allowed pedestrians to cross safely. Just before his death in 1963, the U.S. government gave him an award for his invention.
	Morgan also developed a number of other inventions, including a gas mask that was later refined for use by U.S. soldiers during World War I. His life showed dedication to public service, safety, and technological innovation. Mr. Morgan’s lifetime achievement is a model of dedication to public service, safety, and technological innovation.
	This scholarship in his name is meant to inspire students to choose careers in transportation so that this nation will have the skilled workforce needed to operate and maintain the world's best transportation system.

	SHARMYN ELLIOTT LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP
	Sharmyn Elliott, a staunch supporter of COMTO on both the local and national levels, had been the Vice President of COMTO Michigan, the First Vice-Chair and Budget and Finance Committee Member of the COMTO National Board of Directors, when he tragically passed away in June 2022. Sharmyn wholeheartedly believed in COMTO’s mission to eliminate barriers in participation for minority individuals and businesses within the transportation industry; believing that this could be achieved through leadership, training, professional development, political advocacy, and networking opportunities and was resolute in his commitment in supporting women and minorities within the transportation industry.
	During his 45-plus year career in the infrastructure engineering industry, he was a steadfast supporter of the multimodal transportation community. Sharmyn’s personal situation required him to join the workforce immediately after graduating high school. He was unashamed of his education from the “University of Hard Knocks”. By the sheer dint of his hard work, his intellectual curiosity, his uncompromising commitment to quality, and his integrity, Sharmyn rose from the position of field technician to being the Vice President of Somat Engineering, Inc., a consulting engineering firm in Detroit, and Chief Executive Officer of its Ohio subsidiary.
	Sharmyn developed strong leadership skills early in life and was passionately dedicated to mentorship and guidance. He exhibited an unwavering commitment to assist and advocate for the advancement and success of others and was responsible for the advancement of their careers of an unmeasurable number of co-workers, colleagues, mentees, family members, and friends; guiding them in the development of their individual skills in order to achieve their full potential. He never failed to reach back as he climbed. Always humble in these acts, Sharmyn was a true example of selflessness, and whenever appreciation was shown, he always intensely stated, “This Is What We’re Supposed to Do.”
	Sharmyn was a strong supporter of MDOT’s Transportation Diversity Recruitment Program (TDRP), which began with four college interns in 2014 and by 2022 placed 65 interns within MDOT and the industry.
	Additionally, among his many honors, Sharmyn was selected as a Michigan Department of Transportation Hall of Honor inductee in October of 2022.
	This scholarship in his name is to celebrate students that embody Sharmyn Elliott’s spirit of community service, leadership, mentorship and guidance.
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	BECOME A MEMBER
	COMTO was created to provide a forum to uplift and elevate all lived experience in the transportation industry. COMTO’s membership includes transportation agencies, private sector corporations, small businesses, non-profit organizations, educational institutions, and individuals. When you join COMTO, you gain access to an exclusive international network of transportation industry professionals.
	Memberships are valid for one year from the date of registration.
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	OUR MISSION OUR MISSION IS TO ENSURE OPPORTUNITIES AND MAXIMIZE PARTICIPATION IN THE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY FOR MINORITY INDIVIDUALS, BUSINESSES, AND COMMUNITIES OF COLOR, THROUGH ADVOCACY, INFORMATION SHARING, TRAINING, EDUCATION, AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN.
	OUR VISION COMTO MICHIGAN WILL SERVE AS AN ADVOCATE FOR AN EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION NETWORK FOR ALL IN MICHIGAN.
	THE VALUE OF MEMBERSHIP COMTO MICHIGAN STRIVES TO ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR OUR MEMBERS AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES BY PROVIDING:
	A NETWORK OF TRANSPORTATION BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
	STRONG NATIONAL AND LOCAL POLITICAL ADVOCACY
	ACCESS TO CAREER ENHANCEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
	TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS THAT QUALIFY FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS (CEUS, PDHS, ETC.) AND INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS
	MENTORING FROM EXECUTIVE LEVEL TRANSPORTATION OFFICIALS
	SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE, AND GRADUATE STUDENTS INTERESTED IN TRANSPORTATION CAREERS
	CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP COMTO MICHIGAN MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, TRANSPORTATION AGENCIES, PRIVATE-SECTOR CORPORATIONS INCLUDING TRANSPORTATION  CONSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTORS; NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS, DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISES (DBE) AND SMALL BUSINESSES.
	FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: PLEASE CONTACT THE COMTO MICHIGAN MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR OR VISIT COMTO.ORG/MEMBERSHIP/BECOME-MEMBER

